NEWSLETTER

Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn
December 2012
Prefects
Congratulations to our newly appointed team of prefects,
pictured here from left to right front row: Ffion Hall,
Hannah Perkins, Jess Roberts; second row: Laura Wright,
Sara Rees, Erin Botchett, Gabs Chesworth, Holly Hughes:
back row: Myles Langston, Elen Lewis, George Wall, Abby
Brickley, Jessie Townshend, Hafsa Syed.

Many of them were also ‘on duty’ at our recent Open
Evening for primary school pupils in years 5 and 6, when
they escorted families around the school and chatted with
the youngsters about life as a pupil here.
At the Prize Afternoon, they all had a part to play, on the
stage, throughout the proceedings, introducing award
categories and explaining their context. Some were also
receiving awards themselves.
As you will read, they have all made a significant
contribution to this edition of the newsletter by
interviewing new staff members, gauging pupil opinion on
a proposed policy, reporting their experiences of Prize
Afternoon and the peer mentor training. They are hoping
that their items will also appear in the Dail Dysynni!
A busy start to their final year, as if they didn’t have
enough to do! Many thanks to them all, their contribution
during the year will be significant and valued.
IMPORTANT: PLEASE NOTE
The Christmas Concert will start at 7.30pm
to enable Llanegryn children to attend.

In order to become prefects for 2012-2013, each of them
was required to submit a letter of application, providing
details relevant to their job description. All were then set
the challenge of giving a short presentation to members of
the student council, their peers and staff members,
according to the brief provided.
There were 23 applications by letter, but only 17 accepted
the challenge of the presentation, and 14 prefects were
appointed, following a trial period for 21 students until the
end of the Summer Term 2012 .
They have undergone peer mentor training delivered by
Bangor University, and are putting their training into
practice with their allocated small groups of pupils in years
7 and 8 during registration time every Monday morning.
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what Miss Davies thought about the atmosphere here.
Peer Mentor Training Day
Peer mentor Trainers came for a day to teach us how to
be good prefects. We had specific activities to help us
learn about different aspects which are essential in our
role as prefects. We learned how to communicate
successfully and acceptably with our peers. Perhaps the
most important thing we learned was not to judge others
without thinking, because we do not really know about
their own situation or their circumstances.
Throughout the day, we had the opportunity to learn all
kinds of skills, and particularly about what is expected of
us as prefects. Being a prefect entails understanding the
boundaries of being a friend and a prefect. Perhaps
above all we learned what our responsibilities as prefects
are.
We benefited from the peer mentoring training day in
many different ways. Now we understand our roles and
know how to interview our peers using proper
communication.
Hannah Perkins, Erin Botchett and Jess Roberts
New Teachers at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn
Two new teachers joined the staff at Ysgol Uwchradd
Tywyn in September – Miss Anna Davies (Welsh) and
Miss Melanie Cooper (Music).

“I think the atmosphere is homely, and the teachers and
pupils get on well together.”
We’ve really enjoyed having Miss Davies with us and will
be sad to see her go, but we wanted to know more about
her future plans.
“Are you nervous about going to Lesotho?”
“Yes definitely, it will be a whole new experience.”
“What do you think the atmosphere will be like over
there?”
“The children will be more appreciative of education. There
will be difficulties in the standard of living. Everyone will be
supportive of each other.”
Miss Davies also wishes to keep in contact with us here at
Tywyn whilst she is in Lesotho. We thought this sounded
interesting.
“Will you still keep in touch with Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn to
say how things are going over there?”
“Yes, I hope that with the help of Miss Roberts from the
Geography department pupils from both schools will be
able to keep in touch with each other and learn about life
in both countries.”
We’ll all look forward to these plans and wish Miss Davies
all the best. We’ve all loved having her with us.
Abby Brickley and Sara Rees

Sara and I asked Miss Anna Davies some questions about
her time at school so far. Unfortunately, she is only going
to be with us until Christmas as she will be leaving to
begin a new adventure, teaching in Lesotho, Africa.
Here are our questions and Miss Davies’ answers:
“Have you enjoyed your time at
Ysgol Uwchradd
Tywyn?”
“I have enjoyed working with both the young pupils and
the teachers. Everyone is welcoming.”
Miss Davies has been an inspiration to many of the
pupils, she has become involved with running the Urdd
Club and encouraging many of the younger pupils to
become involved in the competitions.
However, it could not have been easy for Miss Davies
coming into a new school, not knowing many people.
“Have you found it difficult starting to teach in a new
school?”
“Not difficult, but a challenge, getting used to the routine
of the school and the new pupils.”
As the school is quite small, everyone here knows each
other and we quite like it this way. We wanted to know

Miss Anna Davies








Pupils forget to switch them off in lessons and they
get them confiscated.
There would be no distraction in the lessons, and all
pupils could concentrate.
Losing/stealing phones wouldn’t happen
We wouldn’t be pestered by other children trying to
take pictures of us and putting them on ‘Facebook’.
Pupils wouldn’t get abusive messages/prank calls,
which cause fights and arguments at school.
Some children don’t learn even when they have had
their phones confiscated.

62% of the pupils sampled thought that it was a bad idea
for the following reasons:
Miss Melanie Cooper
Miss Melanie Cooper has recently started teaching music
here in Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn, so we asked her a few
questions to see what she thinks and how she’s getting
along. We asked her if she is enjoying teaching here and
she said:







“I am really happy. The staff and pupils have welcomed
me and I am really enjoying the work.”



We were also curious about her job choice so we asked her
why she became a music teacher.



“Throughout my childhood I wanted to be a teacher. I
enjoyed music lessons in school, as well as piano and harp
lessons, so a job as music teacher is just perfect for me.”



Miss Cooper had two other jobs in Cardiff last year before
deciding to move back up to the north of Wales to teach. I
think it is very clear from the reactions of the pupils that
Miss Cooper is a very good music teacher. However when
we asked her a few questions we found out that she has
only been teaching for a year.
Last of all we wanted to know what kind of music she
enjoyed, and this is what she said:
“I like all types of music, from rock music to classical. I
think it is important to appreciate all kinds of music.”
Holly Hughes, Myles Langston and George Wall














A Report on Pupil Opinion about the proposed
school policy to ban mobile phones
Following a recent survey of 30 pupils, 6 from each year
group, 3 girls and 3 boys, the following conclusions can be
drawn.
38% of the pupils sampled thought that it was a good idea
to ban mobile phones for the following reasons:



Pupils will not be tempted to try to text or even play
games during a lesson.
It’s not healthy; it spoils communication.











You have to pay to use the school phone.
Using the school phone does not give you privacy.
We want to listen to music at break and lunch times
because there is nothing to do at school.
If parents need to contact you, they can send a text.
If someone is injured in school, and nobody is
around, and they don’t have their phone, they won’t
be able to let anyone know.
If the school has a power cut, and the phone lines
are down, mobile phones are the only way pupils can
contact their family.
If the school gets snowed in then the school wouldn’t
be able to let everyone phone family to pick them up,
so they use mobiles.
People travel long distances to school and they need
to keep in touch.
Can help in lessons.
Some pupils don’t know their parents’ numbers.
Some pupils can’t afford 10p to phone home.
There will be a lot of people in the office.
If someone walks to school, they need their phone to
let their parents know where they are.
If the bus breaks down, pupils need their phones to
let parents know.
Pupils wouldn’t be able to contact parents in an
emergency about private matters.
Keep contact during lunch time to find friends if they
are alone.
It’s the way forward; don’t want to go back in time
Bad idea. Could cause riots.
What happens if you need to be called by someone,
and it’s urgent?
If we miss the train or bus, we are hardly going to
come back to school to use the phone.
If we can’t have phones, how are we going to find
out if there’s training after school?
It’s a stupid idea.
Rules will be broken.
What if there’s a fire? We can’t call our parents to get
home.
If we can’t have phones why should the teachers?
What happens if you need money from your parents?
Don’t fix what isn’t broken.
The school is becoming totalitarian.
Pupils won’t know what to do at break or dinner so
they might do something bad.

Children in Need Day

Lesotho Day
A member of the Welsh department, Miss Anna Davies, will
be going to work as a teacher in the area of Qachas Nek in
Lesotho in January. To raise money for the school in which
she will be located, a non-uniform day was held on the last
day before the autumn half term. Pupils paid £1 towards
the good cause, and it was truly wonderful to see pupils
and parents who were eager to contribute even more than
this.
During the lunch break a Photo Booth was held, where
pupils could dress up and use props to take funny pictures
with their friends. This was successful and great fun for all!

On Friday 16 November, along with the hundreds of other
schools and establishments throughout the country, staff
and pupils at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn took part in fund
raising for Children in Need Day. The theme was Funky
Footwear, and there was a variety of stylish slippers, wellies
and trainers, some even decorated with Pudseys. Many
pupils also chose to come to school in their pyjamas, some
wearing the latest nightwear fashion – the onesie. Over
£300 was raised – many thanks to everyone for supporting
Children in Need!
Morocco 2013
The group of 17 year 11 pupils are currently raising money
towards the school’s 13th annual trekking expedition to
Morocco next summer. The price for the trip is around £845
plus travel costs to the airport. We are planning to organise
a disco, fashion show and to help with the school’s
Christmas concert. We are all looking forward to setting off
for Morocco at the beginning of July! We are thankful for
the support you have given us so far and hope you will
continue to help us.
Ffion Hall
French Trip to Paris
Pupils in year 7, 8 and 9 are looking forward to their 2013
French trip to Paris. The dates are: 12-16 April. They will be
visiting the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame Cathedral, the Stade
de France, a trip on the river Seine, and, of course,
shopping in the fashion capital of the world! There are still
a few places available – the cost of the trip is £255. If
anyone is interested, please contact Lynsey asap.
Bon voyage!
Alton Towers
At 6 o'clock in the morning on Saturday 20th
October 39 pupils, 2 teachers and Dylan from
the Urdd caught the bus to Alton Towers. We
arrived shortly after 9 am. It was a Halloween
weekend in the Park, so there were lots of
ghosts in the castle!!! A day full of fun was
had, with very short queues and everyone
enjoying themselves. On arriving back at the
school at 8 pm, everyone was extremely tired.

It’s a pleasure to announce that altogether the school
managed to raise over £300, and that money will go
towards useful teaching resources for the primary school in
the town of Qachas Nek.
Thanks for your support and for helping to create some
smiling faces in Lesotho!

Operation Christmas Child
Once again this year an enthusiastic group of nearly 50
pupils were involved in ‘Operation Christmas Child’.
A large number of shoe boxes, decorated in colourful
Christmas paper were sent, full to the brim with stationery
items, toys, small games, cap, scarf and toiletries.
Young children in poorer countries will be delighted by the
kind donations from our pupils – “thank you” to all those
pupils for their continued support.

Art and Textiles Department News
Visits:
Years 10 and 11 textiles visited
the Michael Brennand Wood
exhibition at Ruthin Craft Centre
and year 11 Textiles also visited
the Doug Jones exhibition at
Oriel Davies Newtown. Pupils
were fortunate to have the
opportunity to see the work of
two well-known textile artists,
and were provided with cards
and books at Ruthin and a free
gallery talk at Newtown. The
visits will inspire various projects
Year 11 Textile students
back at school.
at Oriel Davies Gallery
Eisteddfod Powys:
For the first time this year pupils entered work for the
Eisteddfod Powys art competitions at KS3 and KS4. Well
done to Jack Baker first and to Lily-Mae Taylor third.
Beautiful work by pupils in Year 11 Art was also exhibited
at the Tabernacle in Machynlleth. As every year, the Art
competitions for Eisteddfods at Llanegryn and
Abergynolwyn in February will have categories for pupils at
the school, so look out for posters with themes and dates
after Christmas.

1st Prize: Jack Baker
Powys Eisteddfod

News from Year 10 and 11 Astronomy Class
The pupils in years 10 and 11 Astronomy have recently had
access to two robotically controlled telescopes, one in
Hawaii and the other in Australia. They are part of a
scheme called the Faulkes Telescope Project, which allows
pupils to book time on the telescope and take images of
deep space objects such as galaxies and nebulae, by using
the computers in school to control movement, filters and
exposure times. These images can then be used as a part
of their GCSE Astronomy coursework.
Andromeda Spiral Galaxy –
our close galactic neighbour

Crab Nebula (Supernova
Remnant – remains of an
exploded star, first recorded in
1054 AD by Chinese
astronomers.)
Year 8 Bio Club
A busy bunch of year 8 pupils have been meeting up on
Wednesday lunchtimes in the Biology lab to find out more
about the amazing plants and animals around us. So far
members of this new Bio Club have watched Euglena
(strange single-celled organisms which are half way
between a plant and an animal), dipped in the mini pond,
and potted up cuttings, bulbs and mini Mother of
Thousands of plants. Rat dissections are planned in the
next few weeks!

KS3 Art work for
Powys Eisteddfod

Welsh Assembly Aberystwyth:
Batiks by year 10 textiles have been exhibited in the offices
for half a term and have been much admired by the staff
there.
Young Farmers Bryncrug:
Pupils (and ex pupils!) have taken photographic portraits
using cameras and laptops with the aim of creating a
calendar for next year.
News from the Food Technology Department
Some of the local primary schools have visited the Food Technology department this
term and have produced miniature Christmas cakes. Hopefully this will help the
pupils’ transition from primary to secondary education next year.

5 x 60 News

Tywyn Sports Leaders of the Future!
These are pictures of pupils in year 10 and 11 who have
been teaching Ysgol Penybryn pupils over a 6 week period
as part of their GCSE practical assessment. Well done –
you have been working really well!

The Autumn term has flown by! This has been a very busy
term for 5 x 60 activities—here’s an overview for you!
A group of pupils were taught how to surf over 6 weeks. It
was rewarding to see so many of them standing on their
boards at the end of the lessons! A competition was held at
the end of the set—congratulations to Duncan Langston on
coming 1st, Alice Bennett 2nd and Trystan Besent 3rd. Well
done!
Before the dark evenings crept in, a group of pupils visited
the Coed y Brenin Mountain Bike Centre after school. They
had so much fun, they returned for a whole day’s cycling
over the half term. By the end of the day, everyone’s legs
had turned to jelly!

Year 11 pupils

During the lunch hour, hockey games were arranged for
boys and girls in each year group. The game between the
boys in years 8 and 9 was very close! Similar netball
sessions will now take place for the rest of the term.
I was a little frightened of some pupils taking part in the
Halloween Hockey game. Fortunately, it was only their
costumes that were scary! There was a prize for the best
costume or decorated hockey stick.
This term, there are new activities on the timetable, such
as zumba, aqua fit, circuit training and handball. There are
also many pupils practising hard for the 5x60 dance
competition. So, join in the fun and “Get with it!”
5x60 Gwynedd Badminton Tournament
3 December 2012

Many congratulations to the boys and girls teams at Ysgol
Uwchradd Tywyn on winning the Gwynedd 5x60 badminton
tournament. The successful teams were boys: Mike Wood,
Gerallt Jones, Ieuan Jeffrey and Lewis Morgan; girls:
Eleanor Pridding, Lora Constable, Alice Bennett and Clarice
Pridding. On top of this massive achievement, the boys ‘A’
team also came second: Brandon Morris, Kieron Hope, Tom
Curtis and Lewis Allen. This was a great day for Ysgol
Uwchradd Tywyn pupils - we wish the two winning teams
good luck when they represent the county in the All Wales
Badminton Tournament.

Year 10 pupils
Under 16’s Rugby Team - at the top of the League
Congratulations to the rugby team on winning three out of
three of their games to date to be at the top of the Meirion/
Dwyfor League.
Ysgol y Gader:
10
Tywyn: 31
Tywyn:
21
Harlech: 17
Tywyn:
35
Ysgol Bro Ddyfi: 17
One game left to play against Ysgol y Berwyn, Bala. Win
this to become the champions. All the best boys!

The team, who although close to winning, have given a brilliant
performance. Keep it up, so close to success!

Breakfast Club
The breakfast club is open from 8.00 until 8.30 am every
morning – there is a warm welcome to everyone. The
children enjoy both the variety of food options and the
morning chat with their friends:
I think that breakfast club
is a great start to the day.
I enjoy having something
to eat with my mates in
the morning. It’s also
good to be able to talk to
Mrs Sheedy. She’s a
legend! Jordan Robinson

I love breakfast club
because I enjoy coming
in for a slice of toast
and a chat with mates.
Mrs Sheedy is really
nice and good to talk
to. Owen Parton

Join Mrs Sheedy for mouth-watering toast!
Homework Club
The homework club is run by Mrs Sheedy and is open to
everyone on Thursdays, from 3.00 until 5.00 pm. There is a
warm welcome in an informal but structured environment.
A reward scheme is in place for regular attendance – be
there or be square!
I like it because when I try
Homework Club is as jolly and
to do my homework at
warm as can be. The minute I
home I get distracted but
walk through the door I feel
I don’t at homework club.
relaxed and within a couple of
Callum Andrews
minutes I burst out laughing! To
go with all of this, the best one
Fu
Sio n –
for the job is running it!! Mrs
n G gre
Sheedy!!!
ar at.
bu
Samuel Aitken and Beccy Owen
tt

Tocyn Iaith (Language Token) Ysgol Uwchradd
Tywyn
Again this term we are
running the “Tocyn Iaith”
scheme (language token). Its
aim is to promote and
encourage the use made of
the Welsh language in the
classroom and raise the
status and profile of the
language within the school.
Tickets are given out by teachers and staff for use of
appropriate Welsh in the class. The scheme has now
expanded into the town library where pupils will have the
opportunity to win special tickets for conversing with the
library staff in Welsh.
Weekly, the numbers of tickets are counted, the pupil who
wins the most tickets in each class in year 7, 8 and 9 wins a
pen. At the end of the term, the pupil with the largest
number of tickets in each form class wins tickets to the
local cinema.
Welsh Government Consultation Document
‘Good Practise Guide to the use of surplus school
accommodation’
(21-11-12) Period of consultation until 13-02-13

Reading Buddies

With secondary Education in Meirioneth currently under
review, we urge you to respond to the above document, by
completing the consultation questionnaire.
Both the
document and questionnaire can be found at
www.wales.gov.uk/consultations, and your responses can
be e-mailed or posted. The school is prepared to provide a
hard copy of the questionnaire to any parent who requests
one, and if it is returned to the school, will be posted back
to the Department of Education and Skills.

The Reading Buddies scheme has restarted this term, and it
is very pleasing to see so many pupils from year 9 and 10
eager to help their year 7 ‘buddies’ improve their reading
skills. This year has seen more boys participating which is
very encouraging. A total of 40 pupils are involved in the
scheme, all of whom will benefit from improved reading
and communication skills. This is the third year the Welsh
scheme has been running – the English scheme will start
after Christmas.

Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn is in a prime location in the town, to
be easily accessible and fully utilised by the community,
and proposals to centralise community services on the
school site would be supported by staff and governors.
Parents’ suggestions are to be encouraged and
consideration of the current needs will surely assist you in
prioritising.
We would also welcome hearing your
suggestions and ideas if you would like to share them with
us.
Dynamo Event At Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn
In preparation to support and assist year 9 pupils choose
their GCSE options, Gyrfa Cymru hosted an event with
Employers and members of the world of work with sessions
promoting basic skills in relation to stepping out to the
world of work.
The purpose of the event was to emphasise and raise
awareness of the essential skills they need to succeed in
business or a work placement. Mici Plwm and Rachel Jones
A470 Training took part in the sessions.

Prize Giving Day
17 October 2012
A large group of parents, governors and teachers joined in
the celebration in the school hall. Many pupils had been
nominated to receive awards for their achievements during
the past academic year (2011-2012. It was a pleasure to
welcome Mr Roy Jones, the previous chairperson of the
school governors, back to school for the occasion.
The awards were divided into twenty categories and
received by KS3, KS4 and those pupils who had left school
for colleges or sixth form school. The first award, a
community award, was presented by PC Meirion Jones to a
past pupil, Josh Crew, for the individual who had shown
improvement in behaviour and attitude.

8 pupils in the school had achieved full attendance for the
past year. The school has introduced a new scheme to
encourage pupils to endeavour to attend school every day.
One name was taken out of a hat containing all 8 names
and Rhys Roberts won the new iPod Touch.
Many thanks to everyone for coming to celebrate last year’s
successes!
Gabrielle Chesworth, Elen Lewis and Ffion Hall
North Wales Police Quiz
A group of year 8 pupils took part in the annual quiz in
Porthmadog recently. They answered questions, in 6
rounds, on drugs, alcohol, fire and road safety and health.
Out of the eight teams competing the girls came fifth. A
very good effort girls!!

Subject awards were presented to those pupils who,
according to the teachers, deserved recognition for their
achievements. Every year, the school invites past pupils
who have excelled in their GCSE results to this ceremony.
Carys Selman and Jacob Morgan received prizes for
excellent work in achieving the best results last year.
Ysgol Uwchradd pupils have also achieved success in
activities outside the school. This category recognises the
following achievements:









Myles Langston was chosen to attend all of the under
16 Welsh training camps and also represented Wales
Duncan Langston played for the U 14’s North Wales
Academy
Harry Bennett represented North Wales U 15’s and
attended Wales U 16’s hockey camp in Holland
The school’s under 14’s Boys Hockey Team won the
National Schools’ Championship and also the
Merioneth Sports Award for Team of the Year
Ella Morgan received a prize for her musical
contribution. In February she performed at the Magic
Lantern Cinema, supporting Bryn Fon and his band.
Sophie Harris attends the Aberystwyth Arts Centre
Dance School. Together with her dance group she
had the opportunity to dance on Rhudian’s S4C
television show
Tomos Jones played for the county and was also
selected for the North Wales National Academy.

Earlier in the year, the Young Musician of the Year
Competition was held. Competition winners performed
during the evening: Erin Botchett (piano), Caitlin Owens
(vocals) and Tomi Vaughan (trumpet).
The winners of the Young Chef of the Year Competition
were also invited to receive their prizes: Catherine Parry
(KS4) and Sarah Bacon (KS3)
Sports Day was held during the summer term, and as
usual, pupils in the school were divided into three teams,
Cadfan, Maethlon and Dysynni, with the two pupils
achieving the highest point score receiving an award. They
were: Gabrielle Chesworth and Jordan Robinson

Young Chef of the Year 2012-2013
The winner of the Tywyn School Rotary Club Young Chef of
the Year, 2013, is Tom Webb, with Jamie Tomkins taking
second place and Sarah Bacon third. The judges this year
were Jason Griffiths (head chef) and Tom Greaves (second
chef) from the Sea Breeze Restaurant, Aberdyfi and they
praised the high standards demonstrated by all seven
contestants.
The winning menu prepared and served by Tom was steak
au poivre, sauté potatoes, carrots and broccoli for the main
course and a chocolate tart with a raspberry coulis for
dessert.
Tom will now go forward to compete in the regional final of
the competition, sponsored by the Rotary Club, in February.

