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Sport Relief Fundraising 

Along with millions of others around the UK, stu-
dents from Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn took part in 

raising money for Sport Relief in March.  The 
events were planned by Mrs Edwards’ Year 11 

Leisure and Tourism students, who organised a 

range of sporting activities during the week.  
These included football, netball and hockey 

matches against staff teams during lunchtimes, 
and the Sport Relief Mile on the Friday morning.  

The Leisure and Tourism students organised the 
sponsor forms, measured out and marked the 

one mile course around the playing field at Cae 

Rhianfa, and acted as marshals on the day.  
Thankfully the weather was warm and sunny, so 

everyone was keen to leave their classrooms to 
walk (or even run!) the mile for a good cause.  

In total the sum of over £300 was raised to-

wards Sport Relief. 

Grand Slam and Triple Crown Trophies 

come to Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn 

There was great excitement in the Old Hall on 
Friday 18th May when representatives from the 

Welsh Rugby Union came to display the two tro-
phies won by the Welsh Rugby team in this 

year’s Six Nations Championship.  All students 

had the chance to see the magnificent trophies 
and even have their photographs taken next to 

them!   

Geography trip to Pompeii and Vesuvius 

Having learned about volcanoes in Geography    
lessons, fifteen year 10 and 11 students flew to the 

Bay of Naples during October half term to climb and 
study Mount Vesuvius.  Led by Miss Roberts and Mr 

Williams, we visited Pompeii to experience the    

destruction caused by the eruption of Vesuvius in 
AD 79.  Thankfully the volcano is currently in a less  

active state! 
We also visited Campi Flegrei which is a more active 

volcano.  We stood on hot rocks and were        
overcome by steam coming out of the crater.  It 

was scary to think that hot lava was only metres 

beneath our feet! 
A drive along the Amalfi Coast, evenings walking the 

streets of Sorrento, and a taste of real Italian pizza 

and ice creams were just some of the other       

highlights of the trip. 
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Morocco Expeditions  July 2012 and 2013 

 

This year’s Morocco Expedition to the High Atlas Moun-
tains will be leaving  for Marrakech  on 4th July.  Now in 

its 12th year, this is seen by many students as a ‘must do’ 
trip as they finish their time at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn.  

After over a year of working together raising funds for the 
expedition and getting fit on practice walks, the team of 

10 students, accompanied by Mrs Lewis and Mrs Edwards 

are ready for some tough trekking in the hot African sun.  
Their aim is to trek around the Toubkal Circuit, meeting 

and playing with local children in remote High Atlas villag-
es, and hopefully to climb to the summit of Jebel Toubkal 

itself, at 4165m the highest summit in North Africa. 

 
A group of year 10 pupils are already busy fundraising for 

the 2013 expedition.  As well as bag packing in local su-
permarkets, many of the students are offering to under-

take other tasks to help boost the funds.   So, if you have 
anything that needs doing around the house, garden or 

farm,  contact the Morocco 2013 group at the school!  

Trip to London   February half term 

 
How much can you see and do in London in just a two 

night trip?  Students from years 9, 10 and 11 proved you 
can pack in plenty of activities and still have time for 

shopping in Oxford Street!  Accompanied by  Mr Newby, 
Mrs Barker, Lynsey Evans and Cassie Griffiths the group 

of 40 students visited the Science Museum, had a guided 

bus tour, did sightseeing  from the London Eye, took in a 
show (Blood Brothers) and enjoyed a meal at the Hard 

Rock Café.  On top of all this they had time to visit     
Madame Tussauds where, as well as having their photos 

taken alongside the rich and famous, they enjoyed an 

amazing Super Heroes 4D movie experience complete 
with special effects! 

Clwb yr Urdd 

 
The ‘Clwb yr Urdd’, which is held every Thursday 

lunchtime continues to be popular with Urdd members in 
years 7-9.  The wide range of activities this year has    

included board games, a treasure hunt around the school, 

a chocolate quiz, Mastermind competition and talent 
show.   

Leading up to Santes Dwynwen Day (the Welsh          
Valentines Day on 25th January) the club held a ‘design a 

card’ competition which was won by Heledd Jones, Milly 

Dean and Sam Pym.  Later this term the club members 
will be able to build on their skills during a card design 

workshop session to be run by Mary Roe.  Look out for 
some professionally made cards next year! 

 
This year  three members from year 7, Gerallt Jones,  

Euan Matthews and Sam Pym spent a weekend with other 

youngsters from across Meirionydd at  Glan Llyn, the Urdd 

activities centre near Llanuwchllyn, where they had fun 

canoeing, climbing, roller blading and bowling. 
The club looks forward to welcoming new members from 

next year’s year 7! 

Rotary Young Musician of the Year 
 

The ever popular Rotary Young Musician of the Year Com-

petition took place on 19th April, providing an enjoyable 
evening of musical talent for the audience of family mem-

bers, friends and supporters. 
 

The days leading up to the actual event had been busy 
with auditions for all those who had applied, with 15 stu-

dents from across all year groups being chosen to com-

pete in the three categories on the night.  In a break from 
tradition there was a panel of four judges this year: Mr 

Tudor Jones, Mr Martin Barrow, Mrs Sally Marshall and Mr 
Sion Rhys Jones. 

 

The instruments played included clarinet, piano, trumpet, 
cornet and voice. 

 
As  always the competitors showed a high standard of 

musical talent making the judges’  task of choosing win-

ners from each category extremely difficult. 
The final decision for winners of each category were as 

follows: 
 

Novice: Tomi Vaughan, Ysgol Pen y Bryn (trumpet)  
Foundation: Caitlin Owens (voice) 

Higher: Erin Botchett (piano) 

Thanks once again to Tywyn Rotary Club for their contin-
ued support of this popular event. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Rotary Club sponsored Outward Bound Course 

For many years now Tywyn Rotary Club has kindly spon-

sored selected students from the school to take part in a 
three week Outward Bound course based at Ullswater in 

the Lake District.   
This is no holiday!   

Working together with other young people from across 
the UK and further afield, participants take a full and ac-

tive part in a range of outdoor activities including climb-

ing, canoeing, sailing and camping, leading up to a  24 
hour solo expedition ... with no mobile phones or i-pods 

allowed!  Students are selected by application letter and 
interview, and this year the successful candidates are 

Rhiannon Hughes (yr 10) and James Morgan (yr 9) who 

will be heading north for an experience of a lifetime! 

News from the Science Department 

The Science Department has continued to provide stu-

dents at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn with opportunities to en-
rich their understanding and enjoyment of science by tak-

ing part in trips and activities within and outside school. 
October – A group of 30 year  7 students took part in a 

Dyfi Forest Educational Initiative Taster Day near Forge, 

Machynlleth.  Here they experienced a range of forest-
based activities focusing on sustainability in the use of 

woodlands and timber. 
March – Twelve year 8 students joined pupils from local 

primary schools at the Centre for Alternative Technology 
for a day of activities linked with the Dyfi Biosphere.  This 

included piecing together a large scale aerial map of the 

area, searching for evidence of wildlife, and being ‘alien 
journalists’ collecting information on the history and ecol-

ogy of the area. 
As part of the UK-wide National Science and Engineering 

Week, year 7 students travelled to Aberystwyth University 

to take part in a day of hands-on science and technology 
activities devised and presented by the university stu-

dents and their lecturers. 
June – On 13th June four year 8 students (Emily Pearce, 

Katie Bartlett, Elin Roberts and Jack Baker) were chosen 

to take part in the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry at Aber-
ystwyth University.    This is an annual competition of fun 

one-day events across the UK which aims to promote 
chemistry and related sciences among young people.   At 

the end of the day the group were delighted to discover 
they had come first in the University Challenge, winning 

three boxes of molecule models for the Science Depart-

ment.  On the way home they were treated to celebratory 
pizzas by Miss Pollard! 

In the last week of June year 7 students will get the op-
portunity to practice their fieldwork skills on a trip to the 

RSPB Ynys Hir nature reserve.  This was the venue for this 

year’s BBC Springwatch, so it will be exciting to try to spot 

some of the birds and other wildlife featured on the pro-
gramme.  Together with their current homework project on 

the local environment, this day of fieldwork activities will con-
tribute towards a Bronze CREST award from the British Sci-

ence Association. 
To round off a busy year in the Science Department we are 

looking forward to another visit from Techniquest Glyndwr 

towards the end of the summer term.  Last year TQG 
brought their Stardome, an inflatable planetarium into which 

the students crawled  to view the  planets and constellations, 
so we are eagerly awaiting this year’s event! 

Olympics 2012 Torch relay 

On the 28th May many of us took a morning out of lessons to 
see the Olympic Torch Relay as it passed through 

Machynlleth. 

The atmosphere was amazing, and I was surprised how 
many people had come out to see it.  Luckily the sun was out 

and everyone was in a great mood, even cheering on the 
policemen and ‘High 5-ing’ them as they drove past. 

When the torch finally arrived we were able to see the two 

torches ‘kiss’.   Luckily it didn’t go out.  It’s not every day the 
Olympic Torch comes through this area.  It was a very mem-

orable experience and I can say, ‘I was there!’ 

Art and Textiles News 
It’s another busy year to report for Art and Textiles at Ysgol 

Uwchradd Tywyn, both within school and in community activ-
ities. 

 

Back in December a large group of yr 10 and 11 Art and Tex-
tiles students spent a day at the Clothes Show at the NEC in 

Birmingham, picking up plenty of fashion ideas to help with 
their studies and of course what’s IN for the coming season!  

For many, the highlights of the event were the catwalk show 
and discovering what was in the goody bags available after 

the show. 

 
In January students from the school experienced art lessons 

with a difference, having the chance to take part in work-
shops with North Wales artist Catrin Williams.  This venture 

was funded by the Arts Agency for Schools in Gwynedd and 

Anglesey.  Year 5 and 6 pupils from all the local primary 
schools joined the students from Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn in 

developing their sketchbook work and creating murals for the 
school canteen and hall.  The final work was of a very high  



too, with Lois Evans (U18) and Myles Langston (U16) 

being picked for the Wales squads.  Harry Bennett (year 

9) is one of only two Welsh boys to be picked for the 
UK Lions Under 14 Hockey squad which played teams 

from Belgium and  northern France in Lille this Spring.  
Also three students from years 7 and 8, Alexander Dun-

can, Iwan Williams and Michael Wood, were selected to 
play for the Welsh Hockey Dragons in the UK  

 

Under 13’s Regional Tournament which took place in 
Nottingham in June. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Students from the school have been active in a range of 

other sports too: 

 

 James Morgan, Huw Jones, George Richards and 

Aled Jones (year 9) have been selected to play in the 
North Wales team for the Under 15’s Dewar Shield 

against other counties in Wales. 

 Back in May a team of year 7 boys came first in the 

North Wales Schools 7-a-side Rugby Tournament. 

 Towards the end of May, a team consisting of Jake 

Turnbull, Tomos Jones and Lewis Sayes reached the 

final of the Shelter Cymru Junior Golf Championship at 
Borth and Ynyslas Golf Club. 

 Jamie Tomkins (year 10) plays for the Eryri Under 

16’s cricket team. 

And finally...good luck wishes go to Chloe Thomas, year 
9, as she heads off to represent Wales in the Dutch 

Junior Open squash competition at the end of June.  

Chloe, who is ranked number five in the Under 15’s age 
group in Wales, is a member of the North Wales Centre 

of Excellence and has already represented North Wales 
in the Under 17’s girls team. 

 standard and the primary schools involved have received a 

print of all the murals created.  Catrin’s visit was a great 

experience for everyone involved, to help develop their 
Welsh language skills and learn new art techniques  along-

side students from other schools.   
 

Several students’ artistic talents were recognised in their 
successes in this year’s Eisteddfods.  The winners of the art 

competitions for Key Stage 4 students included Holly 

Hughes, Ella Morgan, Rhys Roberts, with Huw Williams 
winning the Llanegryn Shield.   The successful winners 

from Key Stage 3 were Matthew Wood, Lewis Morgan and 
Michael Wood.

 

Trip to Paris October Half term 2011 

If you’re studying a foreign language it’s great to get the 
opportunity to practice with the locals and experience their 

country, customs and city sights.  The year 8 and 9 stu-

dents on this year’s French trip did all of these, and more, 
on their trip to Paris during Half term in October.  In five 

days they packed in visits to the Stade de France, Arc de 
Triomphe, Eiffel Tower, Parc Asterix, a boat trip down the 

River Seine, and even had a chance to taste snails!   

This year’s sporting successes 
With the London 2012 Olympics almost here, students at 

Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn have been turning in some great 

performances on sports fields both locally and across 
Wales. 

Having been successful in the local schools’ event, several 
students from the school travelled to the Eryri Schools 

Cross Country Championships in Dolgellau earlier this year 

to represent Meirionydd.  Of these Gabrielle Chesworth 
won through to compete for Eryri  in the All Wales Champi-

onship held in Brecon in February. 
The school achieved a double success in the Welsh 

Schools’ Boys Hockey Championships held at Newtown in 
April . Both the Under 12's (mixed) and Under 14's won 

their respective competitions beating some much larger 

schools from North and South Wales . Girls are allowed to 
play alongside the boys in the Under 12's but not in higher 

age groups. Every match was closely fought and every 
player was needed to play at their best.  Altogether a fan-

tastic day for Tywyn school sport. Thanks must go to 

Lynda Bennett for her tireless coaching, and to parents for 
their support on the day. 

There have been individual successes on the hockey field 

Holly Hughes, Ella Morgan, Huw Williams and 

Rhys Roberts with their winning artwork 

The Under 14’s team with their winner’s 

The Under 12’s mixed team with their cup 



BP Oil Trading Challenge 

 

Year 10 students had a taste of the fast and furious 
action of a trading floor when the BP Oil Trading Chal-

lenge Team came to Tywyn.  Working in small groups 
the aim of the session was to trade in oil whilst react-

ing to world events, with the overall challenge of mak-
ing as much profit as possible!  How many barrels to 

sell or buy?  How would a conflict in the Middle East 

affect the price?  Can we make decisions without fall-
ing out with the rest of the group?  All of these factors 

are important to be successful in the oil business.  Of 
course, without realising it, the students were prac-

tising their maths, managing a budget, and getting 

experience of those essential key skills of 

‘communication’ and ‘working with others’! 

Reading Buddies 
 

Every year students form years 9 and 10 are invited to 

apply to assist with the Reading Buddies scheme to 
help students in year 7 gain more confidence with 

their reading skills.  The Welsh project started in No-
vember with the younger students meeting up with 

their ‘buddies’ in the Resources Centre during morning 

registration.  The scheme continued for 2 days a week 
until Christmas.   The English project followed from 

January until February half term. 
The Reading Buddies project is of great benefit to all 

those who take part, by improving reading and com-
munication skills, and by strengthening links between 

students from different year groups across the school.  

Students from next year’s year 9 are already looking 
forward to their opportunity to help the new year 7 

students in the Autumn Term. 
All the year 9 and 10 buddies were awarded certifi-

cates for their Record of Achievement, with the 

younger readers receiving merit stickers. 

 

The world’s biggest Maths lesson!  

 

As part of a nationwide NSPCC event, students at Ysgol 
Uwchradd Tywyn took part in a very successful Number 

Day on 2nd December.  Throughout the day all the 
usual lessons had a ‘number’ theme, with quizzes, a 

Maths Trail and a range of challenges involving staff 
car number plates, mean ages in the class, and finding 

symmetrical objects and different types of angles 

around the school.  To raise funds for the NSPCC, this 
was a no-uniform day, with students and staff being 

encouraged to wear a number on their outfit! All 
agreed that Maths is indeed all around us, and what’s 

more ... it can be fun! 

 
Food Technology and Catering 

 

In addition to developing their catering skills in Food 
Technology lessons throughout the year, many stu-

dents have taken part in exciting additional activities 
and competitions. 

In January and May year 8 students visited the Halo 

factory in Tywyn where they gained an insight into 
food manufacturing processes, from the mixing of the 

basic ingredients to the wrapping and packing of the 
products into boxes for dispatch. 

November saw the ‘Rotary Chef of the Year’ Competi-
tion where seven finalists competed to prepare, cook 

and present a two course meal.  As always, a high 

standard was shown, making the task of choosing a 
winner very difficult!  Catherine Parry (year 9) was   

chosen as the overall winner on the evening, and later 
went on to compete in the North Wales final at       

Connah’s Quay in February. 

For the first time this year there will be a ‘Tywyn’s Best 
Dish’ Competition, again supported by Tywyn Rotary 

Club.  This will be a great opportunity for students from 
years 7, 8 and 9 demonstrate their skills in the kitchen! 

By year 11 many of the department’s GCSE students 
are planning a future career in the food and hospitality 

industries, and their invitation to the Sea Breeze Res-

taurant in Aberdyfi was a very useful experience to see 
catering in action. 



5x60 at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn 

As all students in the school know, 5x60 is definitely 

not about maths!  It’s the Sport Wales scheme which 
aims to increase the number of secondary age pupils 

taking part in sport or physical activity for 60 minutes 

at least five times a week.  

It builds on the Dragon Sport scheme in primary 
schools, and Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn is one of the 

99% of secondary schools in Wales which have  

signed up to the scheme. 

The programme runs in addition to physical education 

lessons in school, and is co-ordinated in Tywyn by the 
5x60 Officer, Jules Dawson.  An important aspect of 

the scheme is that the students choose the activities 

themselves, and at Tywyn the range of opportunities 
is fantastic!  This year the lunchtime activities have 

included basketball, dodgeball, badminton, tennis, 
football, volleyball, dance and squash, whilst after 

school students have had the chance to take part in 
surfing, netball, rugby, cricket, swimming, golf, hock-

ey, multi gym and zumba!  If you have any more ide-

as for new activities in the Autumn term do let Jules 
know! 

Eco Schools 
 

After two busy years during which the Eco Team en-

couraged the rest of the school to recycle more, eat 
healthily and save electricity, the school was delighted 

to have been awarded its Gold Eco Schools award and 
Green Flag which now hangs proudly in the Old Hall. 

In January a small group of students took part in the 
RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch. During one hour after 

school they recorded seven different species including 

blue tit, great tit, robins and at least 14 starlings! 
With grateful help from Gwyneth Davies (the schools 

youth worker until October), Network Rail and Alun 
Wyn Evans, members of the group have helped clear 

an area of ground by the north-bound platform at 

Tywyn Station. With the addition of stone chippings 
and using tools purchased thanks to a grant from 

Crimebeat, the Eco team, with much help from Monty 
Edwards, have developed a cheerful garden by recy-

cling old tyres as planters containing range of colour-

ful flowers.  In recognition of the success of this pro-
ject the group were delighted to win the Crimebeat 

Award which was presented to Jodie Morris and Sarah
-Jane Wilkinson by Professor Robin Grove-White, the 

High Sheriff of Gwynedd and Anglesey, during a cere-
mony at Beaumaris in March. 

The group is continuing to work on a pond and wet-

land area in the school grounds with advice from Anna 
Williams of the North Wales Naturalists Trust.  Alt-

hough only recently stocked with pondweed and pur-

ple iris, it is very pleasing to see that pond skaters 

and local birds are already appreciating this new 
habitat! 

 

Developing enterprise skills for the future 

 
Over the past year, students in years 9 and 10 have 

had the real-life experience of all aspects of setting 
up a business, from developing and pricing products, 

through to selling them and producing balance 

sheets.  
One group of year 10 students were chosen to work 

with Llwyddo’n Lleol in a project for Gwynedd 
schools.  They chose to organise a photographic 

competition in which the winners’ photos were used 
to produce a calendar of local views – one for each 

month of 2012.  The final product was so well re-

ceived that stocks ran out within 24 hours! 
Year 10 students have also been involved in enter-

prise workshops with Coleg Menai, where they have 
been planning the production, marketing and sale of 

a range of products including cup cakes, bird boxes, 

bracelets, and postcards featuring local views. 
 

As part of technology lessons Year 9 students have 
also been developing their enterprise skills by setting 

up mini-companies to produce picture frames, 
hooks, and tasty snacks. 

Watch out for Tywyn’s entrepreneurs of the future!  

Explaining the wonders of the internet 

 
Four students from yr 10 (Rhiannon Hughes, David 

West, Sara Rees and Ffion Hall) had an opportunity 
to demonstrate their IT and presentation skills when 

they addressed members of the South Meirionydd 

Older People’s Forum recently.  Their brief was to 
help members see that logging on to the internet is 

not really too much of a mystery, and can open up a 
wealth of information!  It is hoped that students 

from the school will be able to continue to help 
members of the forum to get to grips with the inter-

net through computer sessions in the Autumn Term. 

Parents, Teachers and Friends Association 

 
The School’s PTFA has continued to keep the ‘fun’ in 

fundraising with the ever-popular Quiz back in No-
vember, Bingo Night at the Neuadd Pendre in March, 

and the 200 Club (with its cash prizes) running 
throughout the year. 

Members have also provided refreshments at the 

registration of a local car rally and at a recent Satur-
day morning Car Boot Sale. 

New members are always welcome, and we look 
forward to your support in the Autumn Term. 



Year 7 Skills Week  

 
To help develop their skills of ‘Communication’, 

‘ICT’ and ‘Working with others’, students in year 
7 enjoyed a week away from normal lessons at 

the end of May, where they worked in groups to 

research, design, produce and evaluate infor-
mation leaflets for the local area.  This year the 

task focused mainly on the Ynysymaengwyn    
estate, with students using archive materials, the 

internet and visits to research its origins and   
history over the centuries.  Some groups also 

investigated the military history of Tywyn includ-

ing Morfa Camp, Bailey Bridge and the army 
camp at Tonfannau.  Staff and students involved 

in the week were very grateful to Mr David    
Roberts, Aberdyfi and Mr Owen Roberts, Tywyn 

who joined us to help explain and interpret the 

history of the area, and also to Mr Michael     
Rickard who provided photographs of the area.   

Everyone was amazed to hear that such a large 
mansion with its own ballroom, stables, and   

kennels existed at Ynysymaengwyn within living 
memory! 

By the end of the week each of the ten groups 

had produced a bilingual, laminated leaflet, which 
together with a ‘Photostory’ of images, words and 

music, they presented to the whole year group 
and staff on the Friday afternoon. A fitting finale 

for such a busy and productive week! 

‘World of Work’ event 

 
Year 10 students had the opportunity to find out 

what employers are looking for in a ‘World of 

Work’ event organised by Careers Wales recently. 
Working in small groups, the students had the 

chance to meet up with representatives from a 
range of local employers to quiz them about the 

qualifications and skills needed to follow different 

career paths.   

The school would like to thank the following     

companies and organisations for their contributions 
to this very useful event: Co-op Tywyn, Williams’ 

Vets, Abacare, Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Cyngor  
Gwynedd and  Careers Wales. 

Skiing and snowboarding course in Italy 

 
We had a week of bright sunshine and blue skies in 

the mountains during February half term. 27     

pupils, 3 staff and 1 volunteer attended the course, 
with 23 pupils choosing to ski and only 4 trying the 

snowboarding. Everyone had 4 hours of lessons 
each day and by the end of the week they had all 

mastered the nursery slopes with most    being 

able to fly confidently down the mountain. Our ho-
tel was in an ideal spot - just two minutes from the 

meeting place for lessons - and there was plenty to 
do in the evenings, with ice skating,   shopping and 

a disco in the nearby village …and no injuries!! 
Overall a very successful course. 

 

Looking to the future… 

 
It’s always great to hear about what year 11     

students will be doing next after taking their GCSEs 
at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn.  We’ve recently heard 

that Stevie Mudge has been awarded a scholarship 

to study for A levels and the National Diploma in 
Professional Dance at Tring Park School for the Per-

forming Arts in Hertfordshire.  Stevie was one of 
the 14 lucky students to be chosen for a scholar-

ship out of the hundreds who applied!  Former   
pupils of the Tring Park School include Julie       

Andrews, Sarah Brightman and many leading danc-

ers, so we’ll be following your progress Stevie, and 
wish you every success on your course. 

In future editions of the newletter we’d like to   
include a regular feature about the career paths 

and successes of students from Ysgol Uwchradd 

Tywyn.  Do keep in contact and let us know how 
you’re doing! 


