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ECO SCHOOLS PROJECT

LLWYBRAU I’R BRIG

The Eco School Committee have been very busy recently with a
number of schemes. The schools clothing bank is proving to be
very successful; the bin is placed at the back of the New Hall so
please don't forget if you have any items - the school receives
money for the textiles.

4 Year 10 students recently gained an
OCN Level 1 in Song Writing Skills and
playing musical instruments. The
Course was run by “ Llwybrau i’r
Brig”, a scheme overseen by the
Urdd. The course was run over a 6
week period - The successful students
were Tiffany Airey, Charlie Stanley,
Cameron Turner and Gemma Young Congratulations to these talented
young musicians

The group have been holding regular rubbish rambles on
Thursday evenings after school. A Smoothie day was also held
recently when the group sold delicious, healthy smoothies to
their fellow students. The Eco committee meet every Thursday
lunch-time and new members are most welcome.
GARDENING PROJECT
Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn’s gardening scheme at the town’s station recently got under-way when a group of hard-working volunteers worked tirelessly to clear the area on the station platform. The volunteers who worked so hard were Councillor Alun
Wyn Evans, Mr Barry Shellis (Brook Street Builders) and Mr
Monty Edwards, Mrs Heather Hall and Gwyneth Davies (Project
Leader). The School has received a grant from ‘Crimebeat’
North Wales Police to assist them with this project. Anyone interested in assisting with this project should contact the school.
It is hoped that the whole community will benefit from the
young peoples efforts in making this area in the town tidy and
looked after.
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DYFI BIOSPHERE SCHOOL’S CONFERENCE
On Thursday 10th March a group of year 8 pupils joined
schools from the local area in attending the Dyfi Biosphere Schools’ Conference held at the Centre for Alternative Technology near Machynlleth.

Class One, The Foundation Class
1st Prize
Jake Hutchinson Year 9
2nd Prize
Holly Hughes
Year

Piano

Through a series of activities and workshops they learned
about locally produced food, sustainable building methods
and discovered more about the unique features of the
Dyfi Biosphere, one of only two UNESCO Biospheres in
the whole of Britain.
MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Wednesday 6 April
The Rotary Young Musician of the Year Competition
The annual Rotary Young Musician of the year competition took place on Wednesday 6 April in the community
hall. The evening commenced at 7.00pm and with a pre
competition performance by THE UKULEIGHLEIGHS who
announced that they have been invited to play at The
Ukelele Festival of Great Britain in Cheltenham during
June this year. Three former pupils of Ysgol Uwchradd
Tywyn and winners of the Rotary Young Musician Competition also performed during the evening. Ifan Davies,
cornet, Sion Rhys Jones, euphonium and Owen Teague,
piano delighted the audience with their outstanding
performances. The Adjudicator this year was Mrs McCulloch’s former secondary school music teacher Mr David
Langford from the West Midlands in England. Following
the success of this year’s competition he said: “I was very
impressed to hear the standard and quality of music making in the school. Pupils are a real credit to the school.
Much is due to the sheer enthusiasm and inspiration of
Leigh McCulloch.

Class Two, The Higher Class
1st Prize
Caryl Lloyd Jones Year 11
2nd Prize
Carys Selman
Year 10

There were again three classes in this year’s comptition:
NOVICE, FOUNDATION and HIGHER. Earlier this term,
Mrs McCulloch and Mr Tudur Jones hosted preliminary
rounds were over 50 children auditioned. The standard of
the competition was very high and all students are to be
congratulated on their performances. The results were as
follows:

with instruments and voices of all kinds and music of all
genres. Many thanks to all the young musicians who
competed. The standard gets higher and higher each
year. My thanks also to the Rotary Club for their sponsorship of this event and also to the wonderful David Langford. He was my inspiration years ago as my secondary
school music teacher and this evening he inspired me and
my young students with his knowledge, musical expertise
and very entertaining adjudication”.

Class a, The Novice Class
1st Prize
Caitlin Owens
2nd Prize
Jordan Robinson

Year 7
Year7

Voice
Cornet

Voice
Piano

Mrs McCulloch said:
“Yet again I am immensely proud of the young musicians
at our school. It was a wonderfully entertaining evening

URDD NATIONAL EISTEDFODD WALES - SWANSEA
2011
Congratulations to the girls who went through in the Urdd
National Eisteddfod Wales in 2011.
Disco Dancing Bl9
Erin Botchett, Ffion Hall, Sophie Harrison
kins, Jessica Roberts .

Hannah Per-

Disco Dancing Bl 10
Stephanie Beebee, Lucy Hewis. Lauren Jones, Tammy
Jones, Catrin Owen, Bethan Read, Charley Stanley, Sophie Taylor, Jessica Thomas.

MUSIC
Congratulations to Erin Botchett (new Year 10) who after
auditioning during April this year, successfully gained a
place in the junior department music school at the
Birmingham Conservatoire. As of September this will
involve Erin travelling to Birmingham every Saturday for
10 weeks each term where she will join former student
Owen Teaque who successfully gained a place last term.

or more of the best leaflets may be printed for distribution by
shops and Tourist Information Centres, so locals and visitors
alike could enjoy the walks developed by the pupils.
Having decided on the theme and route of their walks on the
Monday, the pupils headed out the following day to walk
their route, noting points of interest and taking
photographs as they went. The routes chosen by the groups visited a wide range of local places of interest including Dolgoch
Falls, Cwm Maethlon (Happy Valley) and Ynysymaengwyn.
Erin will be studying clarinet and further music studies at Wednesday was spent designing the walks leaflets on comthis prestigious music college and we wish her all the puters and putting together a digital ‘Photo Story’ of images
best.
and music for a presentation to be held on the final afternoon. The Thursday morning was used to re-walk the routes
‘Ask Wallace’
to check last minute details, before putting the final touches
On St David’s Day, year 7 pupils together with Yr 6 pupils to the illustrated walks leaflets and digital presentations.
from Ysgol Penybryn watched a one-man show
‘Gofynnwch wrth Wallace’ performed by Ioan Hefin of By Friday afternoon, with the main tasks completed, all nine
Theatr na n’Og. Alfred Russel Wallace who lived in the groups were ready to make their presentations to staff mem19th century was one of Wales’ most eminent scientists.
bers and Mr Chris Edwards, who had kindly agreed to return
to the school to help judge the hard work done during the
The audience were able to share Wallace’s experiences week.
as he related his early life and relived his travels along the
Amazon and in Malaya, collecting plants and specimens of All agreed that this was a most successful week, with groups
beetles, butterflies and other insects. During the perfor- working well together on a novel and interesting task. Hopemance the pupils heard how Wallace, feverish with malar- fully it will be possible for one or more of the leaflets to be
ia whilst travelling in the tropics, had a flash of inspiration
printed professionally, with copies available to help others
which helped him to piece together his ideas on the theory of Natural Selection - ideas which he later shared with enjoy walks in our local area.
Charles Darwin.

‘Alfred Russel Wallace’ outlines his route on his journey to
the Amazon.
Year 7 Skills Week June 2011
For a whole week in mid June it was ‘all change’ for the
year 7 pupils! Instead of their normal lessons they
worked in small groups to plan, design and try out walks
leaflets for the local area. As they worked together they
had
opportunities to develop a wide range of skills;
communication, numeracy, IT and thinking skills, which
are not only important in school work across the curriculum, but also in all aspects of work and everyday life.
Mr Maldwyn Davies, a former teacher at the school who
has written local walking guides himself, came to help
introduce the week on the Monday morning, giving hints
and tips on how to get started, and what to include. The
pupils also heard from Mr Chris Edwards of the Tywyn
Partnership who explained there was a possibility that one

B y
n o w ,
the skills which pupils can develop are becomimg an integral
part of their learning in school - ie. communication, Numeracy, Information Technology and group work. Pupils in Year 7
had the opportunity of displaying these skills over a period of
a week. The aim of the week was to give pupils the opportunity to carry out some research in the community and then
create leaflets to explain and illustrate walking routes. While
working in groups, and evaluating the work of other groups
and a great deal of walking, leaflets of a very high standard
were produced.

Engineering Challenge.
Engineering is a very wide field with a great deal of jobs to
be had in this field. Year 8 had the opportunity of looking
at the rôle of civil engineers, how they design buildings to
eg. withstand earthquakes. Scientists from Aberystwyth
University gave a presentation on what are earthquakes,
what are the causes and effects. Following this pupils went
on to design ( in groups) buildings and then test them.

Year 6
Over a period of two days Year 6 pupils were given the
chance to experience life here in the secondary school.
They followed a timetable of lessons, were able to visit
the Techniquest dome, and experienced an American
theme day in the canteen.
Golf Opportunities

Tomos Jones

Opportunities Week was here again, and this week I
had the opportunity of going to play golf at the Aberdyfi
Golf Club. At present my handicap is 12. I have been
playing since I was 4 years old and have played for
North Wales. One day I hope to become a professional
and play for Wales. I had to miss two days of school Thursday and Friday in order to take part in a competition: on Thursday, the Mid-Week Stapleford, where I
scored 37 points ( the man who won scored 42 points).
On the Friday, the Texas Scramble was held - my team
scored 8 under par but the winners were Telford who
scored 11 under par.
I am very grateful to Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn for giving
me the opportunity to play the game I love so much.
Mind your own Business.
Trystan Besent, Dafydd Owen, Huw Jones, Tomos Jones,
Heledd Jones and Natalie Thomas, went to Cardiff for 2
days to record programmes for the series 'Mind your own
Business' After arriving at the studios at 9am, and meeting
with Dafydd Du, the presenter, the 6 were divided into 2
teams. The winners went on to compete against Ysgol
Bodedern and they won again. Trystan's team, Dafydd and
Huw will be going to Cardiff again on 15 July to compete in
the final. We wish them every luck.

Junior Young Chef of the Year
Annie Green won the Tywyn’s Best Dish Competition
open to years 7,8 and 9. This competition was sponsored by Tywyn Rotary Club.
Community Challenge
A group from Year 9 are ready to enter the world of business. They are competeing against pupils from other
schools in Gwynedd to be able to run a successful company. The name of the company is 'Posh Paper' and we look
forward to being able to buy the final product.

OPPORTUNITIES WEEK

Where’s the water??

Fun and interesting week. Gwen Holt Yr 9.

Up the creek with a paddle (but without
a boat!)
Bl 11 / Yr 11
Hwyl! Diddorol
Owain Roberts Bl/Yr 9

Roedd yr Amgeuddfa yn ddiddorol a cefais y
cyfle i ymarfer sgiliau newydd! Kiera Lewis Bl.
8

Roedd ‘Go kids go’ yn hwyl ac yn ddiddorol
cael profiad o gorfod bod mewn cadair olwyn.
Heledd Jones Bl 9.

Roeddwn yn hoffi’n profiad yn y castell a
gweld popeth yno. Wnes i fwynhau’r wythnos
yn fawr iawn. Alexander Duncan Bl 8.

It was fun and I learnt some new skills - Robyn
Watt Yr 9.

Better than ‘normal’ school! I really enjoyed
the week. George Richards Yr9

Wythnos Gweithgareddau

I enjoyed making the willow Sculptures.
Trystan McCay Yr 10.
A week we’ll never forget! Will Price Yr 11.

I didn’t know I could made a sculpture - but I
did! Tiffany Baker Yr 8.

I enjoyed the week, the best bit was the zip
wire! Gemma Young Yr 11.

The gardening course was interesting, I now
know what all the tools are called! We even
managed to plant some flowers - Abi West Yr

I learnt a lot of new gardening skills and managed
to improve my cookery skills as well. - Stevie
Mudge Yr11.

Lot o hwyl yn Nhelford gyda fy ffrindiau.
Anni Green Bl 9.

Really good week - Kim Watkins Yr 11

Roedd y Zumba yn hwyl a doniol - roedd y
bechgyn yn rhy swil i wneud o!
Bethan Morgan Bl 9.

