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SCHOOL TRIPS 

MOROCO EXPEDITION 
2011 

In 2011 the Year 11 Morocco 
Expedition will have been a 

feature on the calendar at Ys-

gol Uwchradd Tywyn for 10 
years.  During this time around 

180 pupils have experienced 
the culture and climate of Mar-

rakech and the High Atlas 
Mountains. 

 

The expedition was initially the 
idea of Mr Schofield 

 
“It started when they had been 

doing the expedition in oppor-

tunities week for several years.  
The pupils really enjoyed it, 

and some returned to school to 
help.  A company then sent 

information to school to see if 
we as a school would be inter-

ested in an expedition abroad. 

The cost was high so we found 
local people to help us find 

contacts and we also linked 
with ‘Exodus’, which helped 

lower the cost.  Every pupil 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and this is reflected in the 

number of brothers and sisters 
that have gone, also in the 

amount of students that are 

going and still having a great 
time now!” 

 
This year 12 students from 

year 11 will travel from London 
to Morocco after completing 

their GCSE’s in June.  They will 

have spent the previous year 
fundraising with the aim of rais-

ing the full £14,000 required for 
the expedition.  By raising the 

money for the trip themselves, 

every student in year 11 has the 
opportunity to take part and the 

group learn to work and operate 
together as a team, well before 

they set foot on Moroccan soil. 
 

When they get to Morocco, the 

team will experience the amaz-
ing market (souk) of Marrakech, 

which bustles with acrobats, 
story-tellers, snake charmers 

and musicians and at night 

turns into food stalls, creating a 
huge open air restaurant. 

 
The group will then begin their 

week long expedition in the 
High Atlas Mountains, the high-

light of which will be reaching 

the summit of Mount Toubkal at 
the very high altitude of 4167M.  

They will be accompanied on 
the expedition by mules, to car-

ry all the baggage and mule-

teers who generally help out   
and make the expedition as 

trouble free as possible. 
 

Every element of life in Morocco 

will be culturally very different 
to that we experience at home 

in Wales, from the food to the 
people, beds and toilets.  It is 

pretty much guaranteed that 
everyone who goes to Morocco 

will have an amazing experi-

ence that they will remember 
for the rest of their lives. 

 
 So far Team Morocco 2011 

have raised over £6,000 but 

still have some way to go to 
reach their targets of £14,000.  

Various fundraising events are 
planned over the next few 

months, so please give your 
support whenever you can,  

after all in a few years time it 

may be you! 
 

Italy Trip 
The Geography department are 

currently organising a trip to 

Sorrento for Years 10 and 11.  
This will be happening in Octo-

ber 2011.  
 

The trip will be 4 nights and 5 
days.  This will include the  fa-

mous volcano Vesuvius and a 

historic visit to Pompeii.  Pupils 
will also get to visit Campi   

Flegri, Solfatara and Amalfi 
coast. 

 

The total cost will be £560   
depending on numbers. 

 
New York Trip 

 

There are arrangements under 
way to go to New York in Feb-

ruary 2011. 
 

When you arrive in New York 
you will be  

 Sightseeing  

 Shopping 
 



YSGOL UWCHRADD TYWYN 
STATION ROAD, TYWYN, GWYNEDD, LL36 9EU 

Phone: 01654 710256 . Fax: 01654 711815 . E-mail: pennaeth@tywyn.gwynedd.sch.uk 
Acting Headteacher: Mrs Helen Lewis 

Assistant Headteachers: Mrs Bethan Edwards, Mr John Schofield 

Accommodation will be in the Hotel Comfort Inn     

Chelsea, which will include a fresh and free breakfast. 

 
Organised by Mr Simon Newby and Mrs Rhian Davies. 

 
Skiing Trip 

The children of Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn have shown an 
interest in proposed  skiing and snowboarding trip to 

Andorra or Italy in  February half term 2012.    

 
 Estimated cost £750 per pupil.  More information will 

be given closer to the time. Organised by Mr Huw    
Williams. 

 

Paris 2010 

47 Pupils left Tywyn at 12.30am on Thursday 28       

October for a 4day trip to Paris.  They had the          
opportunity to go up the Eiffel Tower, walk down the 

Champs     Elysées, visit “Le Musée du Louvres”, cruise 
the river “Seine”, enjoy Montmartre and of course taste 

snails. 

 
The trip ended with a day in the Halloween-themed 

‘Parc Asterix. 
 

We were back on Monday morning and spent the rest of 

the day sleeping off all the excitement. 
 

“The best part about the French Trip was going up the 
Eiffel Tower and seeing the view.  It was a very sunny 

day and you could see for miles.  Going on the ferry 
there was a good experience.  I think it was worth it.”   

 

Robin Church 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

HOCKEY 

14 boys had a very successful time at the Flintshire Invi-

tational Hockey Tournament held recently in Mold. We 
took two teams up there, the B team was a development 

team and produced some great hockey and eventually 
finishing a respectable 6th. The A team boys played really 

well throughout winning all their games in their pool, 

playing against Eirias, Dinas Brân and Denbigh High 

Schools.This put them into the final against Rhyl, the 
teamwork and skills shown by this team continued, to 

allow them a 5.0 win in the final. The players in this team 
were Myles Langston (Captain), Lewis Hughes, Harry Ben-

nett, Elfed Selman, Alexander Duncan, Jamie Tomkins, 

Iwan Williams(GK), but congratulations also go to David 
West, Adam Watkins, James Payne, Owen Parton, Trystan 

Besent, Harry Cruickshank and Duncan Langston who are 
all rapidly improving. 



Prize Day  

On the 15th October the school held a Prize day to con-

gratulate  and award the pupils on their achievements 
during the last academic year 2009-10. 

 
At the start Mrs Lewis the Acting Headteacher thanked 

everyone for coming and taking part in prize day.  She 
also talked about PC Ifor Williams and how long he’s been  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

a friend of the school, PC Williams then made a speech 

about how much he likes being part of the community 
and helping the school. 

Only 8 out of 380 pupils had full attendance - Katy Ellis, 

Ffion Hall, Myles Langston, Bethan Morgan, Ryan Pereira, 

Sophie Pughe, Rhys Roberts, Seb Wood.  We are very 
proud they achieved this reward, as it is obviously not an 

easy thing to achieve. 

 
The new Girl Group that don't have a name yet played 

“Hot and Cold” by Katy Perry on Ukuleles, everyone 
seemed to enjoy it and so did the girls. The ukuleles are 

the new big craze in school at the moment as the Music 
Teacher Mrs McCulloch thought it would be a great new 

thing to do. 

Also some previous year 11 pupils came back to receive 
awards. 

Following the girls we had the prizes for best GCSE, Excellent 

GCSE results and an award for someone who had achieved 

beyond expectation, this year it  was Paul Welsh.  We also 
had Young Musicians of the Year Lois Evans, Sion Rhys 

Jones, Lewis Sayes and Owen Teague.  The winner of Young 
Chef of the year was Rosie Gray-Jones. 

 
Next we had Trystan Besent playing Honky Tonk Piano Rag, 

which everyone enjoyed.  Mrs Edwards and Mr Williams 

thanked Mr Dylan Evans and Mr Paul Chesworth for their 
support in buying new shirts for the rugby team. This was for 

the most successful points scorer on Sports Day.  These were 
Ed Powl-Jones and Daisy Bradshaw.  During Sports Day even 

the teachers get competitive along with the pupils.  Everyone 

is in a team; pupils, teachers, all staff. It is a very enjoyable 
day for all.  It was a very warm atmosphere and everyone 

seemed interested in  what people had done well in. 
 

There were awards for Outside Interest - Tom Carroll Brent-
nall  and Rebecca Edwards -  Film  15. Charlotte Edmondson 

won the Under 18’s for squash, she is now ranked 4th in 

Wales. 
 

To close the Prize day Lois Evans sang a solo.   
 

Mrs Lewis thanked every one for coming. 

 
Graffiti workshop with the artist Kieran  

Year 10/11 Art 

 

 

 

 

 
Ynysymaengwyn Sculpture inspired by the artist Andy  

Goldsworthy.  

Kieran, Ashley, Liam, Year 11 Art 
 

 

 



musical ideas. 

On Friday 15th October, the newly formed GIRL GROUP 

made their debut performance at our school prize day. 
 

15 girls from years 8 through to 11 performed their own    
arrangement of “Hot and Cold” by Katy Perry.  They 

played ukuleles and sang wonderful harmonies.  It was 
a note worthy performance.  Well done girls. 

 

Watch this space for the boy’s group.  They will be    
making their debut performance at the school Christmas 

concert on December 14th. 
 

Other Musical events to look out for this term is 

CHRISTMAS BY CANDLELIGHT, THURSDAY      
DECEMBER 16TH IN THE OLD SCHOOL HALL. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT SCHOOL. 
 

Years 9 + 10 
Congratulations to Niki Williams Year 9, Sophie Un-

sworth and  Stephanie Barker Year 10 for successfully 

being selected for a 3 Week Outward Bound Course in 
July 2011.  

 
Some of  Year 10 Pupils taking  Catering provided tasty 

food and refreshments  for the Rotary open evening.  

They all worked very hard to do this and the Rotary was 
very pleased with their efforts. 

 
Dysynni Interact Club 

Autumn disco for years 7,8 and 9 was held on Wednes-
day 20th October. This was a Fancy Dress Disco, with a 

prize for the best fancy dress. 

 
Prize went to Tristan McCay who was dressed as a wiz-

ard. the DJ for the evening was Tim Kendall who as 
always provided great music, and we thank him for his 

time. 

 
Interact Group 

Ava MacPherson ... President 
Amber Jukes ......Secretary 

Sophie Unsworth.....Treasurer 
 

 

 
 

 

 Music 

The school  music department has been enjoying a new 

musical craze this term, that of the UKULELE. 
This lovely little instrument originated in the 19th Century 

as a Hawaiian interpretation of the Portuguese guitar call 
cavaquinho. Queen Lili’uokalani thought it came from the 

Hawaiian words uku which means gift and lele which 
means to come, hence the phrase “the gift that came 

here”.  However, this is only one story and there are many 

other stories have different views. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Ukulele was introduced to the people of Hawaii by the 

Portuguese and it gained popularity elsewhere in the Unit-
ed States during the 20th Century and from there spread 

internationally.  The ukulele soon became an icon of the 
jazz age and course is remembered fondly for it’s    associ-

ation with the performer George Formby (1904-61). 
 

The popularity of the ukulele has recently been revived by 

the groups such as THE UKULELE ORCHESTRA OF GREAT 
BRITAIN.  Well worth checking out on You Tube. 

Here at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn, we recently purchased 15 
soprano ukuleles for the school music department and eve-

ry pupil in Year 7,8 and 9 have been given the opportunity 

to play these ukuleles during class music lessons and they 

have turned out to be a huge success.  So much so, that 

over 40 pupils in school have since been out to purchase 
their very own ukulele.  Worth mentioning too is the fact 

the so have some of our staff and parents of  pupils, such 
is the popularity and enjoyability of the ukulele.  The GCSE 

music students have also developed a fondness for the 
ukulele using them in composition and performance work. 

As a result of all this enthusiasm, many ukulele duos, trios 

and small groups have been formed in school and the   
ukulele can be heard throughout the music department 

most break times and lunchtimes as students share their 



gladly accept new pupils with new ideas to join the 

group. 

It will encourage teamwork and help to create a 
shared understanding of what is needed in order 

to run a school in a way that respects and enhanc-
es the environment.   

 
On Thursday October 20th, the Eco-School group, 

under the guidance of Miss Gwyneth Davies, our 

Youth Worker, held a fruit tasting session during 
the lunch break, to promote healthy eating and the 

benefits of choosing the ‘right’ food to eat to main-
tain a balanced diet.  A fruit sculpture competition 

was held for years 7 and 8 and Mrs Helen Lewis, 

Acting Headteacher, judged the competition.   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The winner of this competition was Matthew Wil-

liams with his sculpture of a very realistic brain.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Competitios 
Year 7 pupils were set the task of creating posters 

to advertise a forthcoming Quiz night being organ-
ised by a very enthusiastic group of parents on the 

school PTFA.  All posters were used but prizes 

awarded for the three best  posters selected from 
each class.  We hope that this event will be well 

attended in order to support the efforts of pupils 
and the PTFA to continue to raise funds for the 

refurbishment of the Community Hall.  The date 

for the Quiz will be Monday, 13th December. 
 

 

Reading Scheme 

As a result of the success of the Welsh reading 

scheme of last year,  it was agreed to give the pu-
pils of year 7    another opportunity to improve 

their skills by attending  the Welsh reading 
scheme.  For three weeks, a group of 14 pupils 

from Year 9  who have applied to become Reading 
Buddies to help pupils from year 7, will be part of 

the scheme for a period of 8 weeks.  

 
Clwb Clebran 

 A new club for pupils who wish to take advantage 
of the opportunity to chat in Welsh - with Mrs E 

Griffiths. 

 
At present, a small group of pupils who attended 

the Language Unit, meet on Mondays and Fridays 
in the Library. The aim of the Club is to strengthen 

the oral skills of those pupils who attended the 
Language Unit, but everyone is welcome . 

 

The Urdd 
During the term,  the Urdd club met at lunchtime 

every Thursday with a variety of activities to inter-
est everyone. 

 

I'm 14 
 Four pupils were interviewed for the magazine 

IAW. These interviews can be seen on the IAW 
website in the near future. 

 
Eco-Schools 

Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn is one of two schools in 

Gwynedd to be undertaking the Eco-Schools cam-

paign.  There are currently meetings held each 
Thursday, and the meetings are based around ide-

as brought to the table by pupils.  Anyone can join, 
this includes teachers however it is the pupil who 

take the most active role in the meetings.   The 

meetings are held weekly in the school Library on 
Thursday lunchtimes.  The Eco-school group will 



‘Rotary Young Chef of the Year’   

This year’s ‘Rotary Young Chef of the Year’  com-
petition, was held on Tuesday, 30th November, 

and we were very fortunate and privileged to 
welcome Mr Brian Webb and Mr Robert Hughes, 

as our judges for the event.  Mr Brian Webb is a 

Michelin star chef with his own hotel near Cor-
wen, and Mr Robert Hughes is very well known 

locally, primarily for his long and successful time 
at Penhelig Arms, Aberdyfi, but who is also a 

member of the school Governing Body. 
 

8 pupils competed for the title, 4 from year 10 

and 4 from year 11.  All the students are follow-
ing the GCSE Catering course with Mrs Menna 

Williams, who has been preparing them for the 
competition. 

 

As usual there was a variety of dishes, on a 
‘Healthy Eating’ theme, all of which were well 

presented as well as delicious.  The Judges 
praised all of the young chefs for the manner in 

which they worked as well as the quality of their 
food. 

 

Stephanie Barker (10), 
Huw Davis (11) 

Mariko Harris (11) 
Lucy Hewins (10) 

Jake Merrick (10) 

Chloe Parsons(11) 
Henry Severn-Benson (10) 

Nicola Simkiss (11) 

 

The results were very close (only one point be-
tween the top three!) and we extend particular 

congratulations to Chloe Parsons (1st), Huw Da-
vis (2nd) and Nicola Simkiss (3rd). 

 

As always, special thanks to the Rotary Club of 
Tywyn, who continue to sponsor this annual com-

petition as well as the ‘Rotary Young Musician’, 

and an annual 3 week Outward Bound Course at 

Ullswater.  Next year’s lucky 3 are, Stephanie Bark-
er, Sophie Unsworth and Nicky Williams, who were 

selected following an application by letter and an 
interview conducted by Mr Keith Lycett and Mr 

John Sidebottom of the Rotary Club of Tywyn. Con-

gratulations to all three! 
 

Mr Cartwright , Chloe Parsons, Mr B Webb a Mr 
Robert Hughes 

 

 

Again this year the pupils have been busy collecting 

and creating  gifts for the Operation Christmas 
Child appeal. 8T managed to create 26 boxes!! 

that's one for each pupil, excellent. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


