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INTRODUCTION 
At Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn we need to be clear WHAT our curriculum is trying to achieve, HOW 
we propose to achieve it, and by WHAT MEANS will we assess and record progress. 
  
The Education Reform Act 1988 places on us a statutory duty to ensure that students follow the 
National Curriculum.  We do not believe that the National Curriculum represents the whole of the 
curriculum which should be available to each pupil. 
  
PUPIL ENTITLEMENT 
Pupils at Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn are entitled to a curriculum which is characterised by breadth, 
balance, coherence, relevance, differentiation and progression. 
  
Breadth - A broad curriculum will bring pupils into contact with the elements of learning. 
  
Balance - A balanced curriculum will ensure that each are of learning and experience will be 
given appropriate attention in relation to the others and to the curriculum as a whole. 
  
Coherence - A coherent curriculum will be planned as a whole and contributes to overall 
progress and achievement. 
  
Relevance - A relevant curriculum will prepare pupils to be members of their community. 
  
Differentiation - The curriculum reflects the broad aims of education which hold good for all 
children whatever their capabilities but allows for differences between children of the same age 
and within the same class.  Differentiation involves matching tasks to students, balancing 
challenge with likelihood of success for each pupil across the ability range.  It implies a need for 
variation in teaching approaches and classroom organisation. 
  
Progression - The previous learning of the pupil is taken into account, as is the readiness for 
new experience. 
  
Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn’s whole curriculum should provide our pupils with a sound educational 
base: 
  

 in all matters of language, literacy and numeracy; 
 

 from which to make informed and realistic choices and decisions at all stages; 
 

 to have an informed perspective about the role of the individual in the community, society 
and the world or work; 

 
 to have a flexibility of attitude and willingness to learn, sufficient to cope with future 

changes  in society, science and technology and career patterns; 
 

 to exhibit a set of personal values based on honesty and trust, tolerance, understanding, 
caring and respect for others which allow the establishment of effective personal and 
social relationships; 



 

 to have an appreciation of the spiritual and moral dimension of human existence, an 
appreciation of the arts in all its dimensions, creative, expressive and aesthetic, and the 
ability to use leisure time sensibly; 

 
 to appreciate the need to advocate the basic rights of others, particularly those who are 

not well placed to promote their own needs; 
 

 to appreciate and value the plural, multi-cultural and multi-faith nature of society; 
 

 to understand the causes of inequality of opportunity and treatment afforded to many 
people on account of ethnicity, gender, social class or disability and the need to remove 
such discrimination; 

 
 to have political and economic literacy sufficient to be able to contribute to the 

development of society and participate in it; 
 

 to have an appreciation of and the willingness to contribute to their community and to 
protect their environment. 

  
Ysgol Uwchradd Tywyn believes that the teaching and learning process is as important as the 
content of the curriculum in determining pupil progress and achievement.  We also recognise the 
value of non-formal learning situations. 
  
The school will make every effort to: 
  

 promote the view that learning should be experienced as something which is: 
  
  enjoyable 
  rewarding 
  confidence building 

 
 leading to 

  
  opportunities 
  responsibilities 
  and life long learning  
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